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Read the following passage four times. 

 The first reading, simple read the scripture and pause for a minute.  

Listen to the passage with the ear of the heart. Don’t get distracted by intellectual types of 

questions about the passage. Just listen to what the passage is saying to you, right now. 

 

 The second reading, look for a key word or phrase that draws your attention. 

Notice if any phrase, sentence or word stands out and gently begin to repeat it to yourself, 

allowing it to touch you deeply. No elaboration. In a group setting, you can share that 

word/phrase or simply pass. 

 

 The third reading, pause for 2-3 minutes reflecting on “Where does the content of this reading 

touch my life today?” 

Notice what thoughts, feelings, and reflections arise within you. Let the words resound in your 

heart. What might God be asking of you through the scripture? In a group setting, you can share 

your reflection or simply pass. 

 

 The fourth reading, pause for 2-3 minutes reflecting on “I believe that God wants me to . . . . . . 

today/this week.” 

Notice any prayerful response that arises within you, for example a small prayer of gratitude or 

praise. In a group setting, you can share your reflection or simply pass. 

 

First Reading           Wis 7:7-10, 15-16 

I prayed, and prudence was given me; I pleaded and the spirit of Wisdom came to me. I preferred her to 

scepter and throne, And deemed riches nothing in comparison with her, nor did I liken any priceless gem to 

her; Because all gold, in view of her, is a bit of sand, and before her, silver is to be accounted mire. Beyond 

health and beauty I loved her, And I chose to have her rather than the light, because her radiance never 

ceases. Yet all good things together came to me with her, and countless riches at her hands; I rejoiced in 

them all, because Wisdom is their leader, though I had not known that she is their mother. 

 

Now God grant I speak suitably and value these endowments at their worth: For he is the guide of Wisdom 

and the director of the wise. For both we and our words are in his hand, as well as all prudence and 

knowledge of crafts.  
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Responsorial Psalm          Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11 

R. The judgements of the Lord are true, and all of them are just. 

 

The law of the LORD is perfect, refreshing the soul. The decree of the LORD is trustworthy, giving wisdom 

to the simple. 

 

R. The judgements of the Lord are true, and all of them are just. 

 

The precepts of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart. The command of the LORD is clear, enlightening 

the eye. 

 

R. The judgements of the Lord are true, and all of them are just. 

 

The fear of the LORD is pure, enduring forever. The statutes of the LORD are true, all of them just; 

 

R. The judgements of the Lord are true, and all of them are just. 

 

More desirable than gold, than a hoard of purest gold, Sweeter also than honey or drippings from the comb. 

 

R. The judgements of the Lord are true, and all of them are just.  
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Alleluia            see Jn 6:63c, 68c 

R. Alleluia, alleluia. 

Your words, Lord, are Spirit and life; you have the words of everlasting life. 

R. Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

Gospel            Mt 7:21-29 

Jesus said to his disciples; 

“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only the one who does 

the will of my Father in heaven. Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your 

name? Did we not drive out demons in your name? Did we not do mighty deeds in your name?’ Then I will 

declare to them solemnly, ‘I never knew you. Depart from me, you evildoers.’ 

  

“Everyone who listens to these words of mine and acts on them will be like a wise man who built his house 

on rock. The rain fell, the floods came, and the winds blew and buffeted the house. But it did not collapse; it 

had been set solidly on rock. And everyone who listens to these words of mine but does not act on them will 

be like a fool who built his house on sand. The rain fell, the floods came, and the winds blew and buffeted 

the house. And it collapsed and was completely ruined.” When Jesus finished these words, the crowds were 

astonished at his teaching, for he taught them as one having authority, and not as their scribes. 


